RULES AND REGULATIONS OF

TACONIC SHORES PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

The Rules and Regulations of Taconic Shores Property Owners Association, Inc. (TSPOA) have been designed for the purpose of enhancing the living conditions of all members.  They clarify what we can expect from one another and create the common foundation of mutual understanding necessary for building a sense of community.  The Board of Directors revises the Rules and Regulations from time to time.  These are our current Rules and Regulations.

BEACHES AND LAKE 

There are three (3) beach areas available for use by members of TSPOA.  They are designated as Beach #1, #2 and #3.  Beach #1 is the main beach.  Members and their guests use these beaches and the lake itself at their own risk.  Use of the lake and beaches is restricted to members of the Association and their invited guests.

1. TSPOA staff will maintain the beaches from Memorial Day to Labor Day.  

2. If, by testing the lake water, the Association determines the water is not safe for swimming, the Association can close the beaches until such time as it is safe.  Taconic Shores Property Owners Association, Inc. is not responsible for loss of clothing, valuables, or for any personal injury sustained while on the beach, in the beach house or in the water.

3. Use of the beaches is permitted from sunrise to sunset.  There shall be no loitering when the beaches are closed. 

4. Swimming should be confined to the  area bounded by the raft and rope lines.  Swimming under the raft is prohibited. 
5. Flotation devices or other similar equipment may be used by minors only under the supervision of adults.

6. Boats are permitted to land at the boat ramp at Beach one (1) during the period from sunrise to sundown.  All boats must be removed by sundown.  Extreme care must be exercised when the boat is within 100 feet of the beach.

7. No motor boats are permitted within 100 feet of the swimming areas at Beach two (2) and Beach three (3) with running motors.  Motors must be shut down and raised out of the water before approaching the beach area.  Other boats are permitted to land at the narrow points on either side of the lines marking the swimming area.  Extreme care must be exercised when all boats are within 100 feet of the swimming area.  All boats must be removed from the beach by sundown.  No fishing is permitted when swimmers are present.

8. Children under 12 years of age are to be accompanied at the beaches by an adult at all times.  Parents or guardians of children on the beaches are responsible for their safety and behavior at all times.

9. Radios and other audio equipment are to be played at reasonable levels so as not to impinge on the quiet enjoyment of others.

10. Glassware, pets, frisbies, and ball playing are prohibited on the beach.
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11. Acts of vandalism or loitering will be reported to the police for investigation and prosecution.

12.
Members may reserve the beach house for parties or special events by calling the TSPOA office and paying the appropriate fee.  Members shall observe the guidelines for its use, provided at the time of rental.

13.
Individuals using beaches or boats may at no time possess or use firearms, alcohol or illegal drugs.

USE OF THE LAKE

1.
Docks or Piers

Docks or piers are not to be more than six (6) feet wide and not to extend more than twenty (20) feet into the lake, except in the lake area between the Island and the easterly shore where the landings must be parallel to the shore and not extend beyond eight (8) feet from the shore.  A diving board attached to a float, landing, dock or pier is prohibited.  External markers, or reflectors, must be plainly visible to boaters.

2.
Floats and Rafts
Floats and rafts shall extend no more than twenty (20) feet beyond the shoreline at its farthest point and must be secured to the shore.

3.
Boats

New York State laws regarding registration and use of motor boats shall be complied with at all times.  In addition, the following TSPOA rules apply to all boats:

(a) All boats shall be registered with the Association before use.  A decal permit will be issued to be affixed to the boat.  TSPOA reserves the right to revoke such permit upon evidence that the boat is being used repeatedly in a way that threatens harm to its occupants or others.  Boats operated without a permit may be removed from the lake by order of the TSPOA Board of Directors.  Only Association member boats are permitted on the lake.  

(b) A TSPOA decal shall be clearly displayed on all boats.  Boats must also display the member’s lot number in 3” numbers on each side of the boat.  

(c) Non-members may not launch boats from landing areas, members’ property or beaches.  If non-members and non-member boats are found on the lake, they are trespassing and members should notify the TSPOA office, or their Director or a law enforcement agency.

(d) Running lights must be used on all boats after dark.

(e) Every boat must be equipped with a Coast Guard approved life preserver for each person aboard.

(f) No boat shall be loaded with occupants greater than the manufacturer's rated capacity or eight (8) inches freeboard (above the water line).

(g) Motor boat operators must be 16 years of age or older.
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4.
Motor Specifications



Motor size shall not exceed that shown below for size and weight of boat:


Single hull, any length, 
under 70 pounds
3 HP


                                 
71 to 100 pounds
4 HP



101 to 160 pounds
6 HP



161 to 300 pounds
7.5 HP


Single hull, over 14 feet, 
over 300 pounds
10 HP


Dual hull, under 16 feet

7.5 HP

                       Dual hull, under 16 to 20 feet

10 HP


Stepped hull boats are not permitted


Racing propellers are not permitted

5.
Operation of Boats


New York State laws regarding boats shall apply in all instances.  All boats propelled by a gasoline engine must be registered as provided by New York State law.  This requirement shall be applied to inflatable boats as well as those with solid hulls.  The New York State registration number must be visible on the boat as well as the TSPOA lot number.  The speed of boats shall not exceed 10 miles per hour.  All boats shall reduce speed to 5 mph when passing swimmers, moving boats, still boats, hand-propelled boats, sailboats, canoes, paddleboats and kayaks.

(a) Boats approaching dock landings or beach areas must slow to trolling speed (5 m.p.h.).

(b) Boats going around the "moat" of the Island and/or under the bridge to the Island in either must slow to trolling speed.

(c) Fishing is not permitted at the dam or in beach areas.  Boats may not be tied up at the dam.

(d) All persons fishing in the lake are responsible for the removal of all lures, hooks, and sinkers, lines, bait and fish that have been caught.  Courtesy and common sense must be exercised to prevent the injury of persons swimming or boating nearby.

(e) Boat operators are responsible for damage caused by their boats and/or the wake of their boats.

(f)
Boats may be stored at TSPOA landing areas if a TSPOA permit decal is affixed and properly identified with owner’s lot number. The Association accepts no responsibility for boats stored. 
6.
Care and Cleaning of the Waterfront
(a) Members owning lakefront property are responsible for the care of the shoreline extending up to twenty (20) feet into the water from their property line including leaves, sticks, logs, and similar debris.  If the property owner does not do this, the Association may remove unsightly or hazardous debris.  The cost of such removal shall be charged to the property owner.

(b) Obstructions found in or on the lake should be removed, if possible, or reported to the Association office.
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(c) All homeowners whose residence abut Robinson Lake must have a vegetation barrier of at least four feet in width or other suitable means to prevent fertilizer runoff and other debris from entering Robinson Lake.

If not already present, the barrier must be installed before the end of the calendar year 2000.  A fine of $250 will be levied by the Board during each of the first two calendar years in which this requirement is not met.  The Board may increase this fine thereafter if this requirement is not met.

The Association acknowledges that the lake is one of the most important attributes of the entire community and the property values thereof.  Therefore, all efforts of lakefront owners to improve the quality of the lake are appreciated and should be supported by all members.

USE OF VEHICLES

The laws of the New York State Department of Motor Vehicles applicable to the registration, licensing, insurance and operation of all motor vehicles, motorcycles or other motorized apparatus shall also apply within the limits of Taconic Shores.  The following rules also apply:

1. All vehicles must not exceed the speed limit of the posted 15 miles per hour.

2. Serious traffic violations, (i.e. speeding and recklessness driving) will be reported to a law enforcement agency.

3. No unlicensed vehicle may be stored or parked for more than six (6) months.
4. No vehicle may be dismantled on any member's property.

5. Between the months of November to April vehicles may not be parked on any road in Taconic Shores.  Vehicles parked on the road during this period will be towed at owner’s expense. 

6. Unregistered cars/trucks/motorcycles are prohibited on the roads within the limits of Taconic Shores.

7. Recreational mini-bikes, dirt bikes, etc. must be registered with the office and observe the following rules:

· The individual using the vehicle must have his/her lot number affixed to his/her motorcycle and helmet.

· Unregistered motorcycles, mini-bikes and dirt bikes can not be ridden before 10:00 a.m. and after 7:00 p.m. during the summer months.  During winter months the hours shall be 10:00 a.m. to dusk.

· Riders under 16 years of age must have a waiver of liability signed by their parent(s)/custodian before they are allowed to ride anywhere in Taconic Shores.

· Any complaints regarding misuse of such vehicles are to be reported to the director of the section in which the violation occurred.  Complaints will be handled in an appropriate manner.  More than three complaints may cause TSPOA to suspend the privilege to ride Taconic Shores roads and fine the parent(s)/custodian.  Fines may range from $25-$75 depending upon the violation.
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8. Riders must obey the traffic laws of TSPOA roads.

9. Members’ and renters’ vehicles must be registered with the office of TSPOA and the Association’s current decal must be affixed on the rear side window (driver’s side) of each vehicle.

10. Use of vehicles in the picnic area, beach area or across vacant lots is prohibited.

11. Tools, truck, trailer and landscaping equipment used by a member or renter to maintain their property or in pursuit of a hobby or business cannot be kept in front of the property where it is visible to others.

12. The use of a helmet by the vehicle operator is required on bicycles, motorcycles and similar equipment as provided by New York State Law.

13. Members are required to keep all vehicles in a condition where their operation does not provide a danger to others or intrudes on their safety or privacy.  In particular, the noise levels generated by motors must be kept to an acceptable minimum.

14. Taconic Shores Property Owners Association, Inc. will not assume any responsibility for injury to person or property incurred during the operation of any or all vehicles.

GARBAGE /RECYCLABLE COLLECTION
1. Garbage and recyclable will be picked up once a week, on Mondays.  When a legal holiday falls on a Monday, pick-up will be on Tuesday.

2. Garbage is to be placed in Columbia County bags, deposited in a tightly secured metal or plastic container, and placed at the edge of the road for morning pick-up. Recyclables are to be placed in a separate container and left next to the garbage.  (Household rubbish may also be taken to the Columbia County Solid Waste Station on Route 7A on Wednesdays and Saturdays between 7:30 AM and 3:30 PM)

3. Bagged leaves will be picked up at designated times in the fall (schedule to be posted in TSPOA office or newsletter).
4. Leaves, brush, building materials, or large items will not be picked up by TSPOA.  Residents should dispose of these materials at a county landfill.

SEPTIC TANK MAINTENANCE

In order to protect the health of the community and to safeguard the quality of Robinson Lake, the center of our community life, the following actions are required:

1. All homeowners must have their septic tanks pumped out and inspected at a minimum interval of every five years.  The inspections must be made by a qualified firm specifically licensed for this task.  Documentation of the inspection must be filed with the TSPOA office.  If the inspection finds that the septic tank requires repairs or replacement, corrective actions must be taken by the homeowner within 45 days following the inspection.  If corrective action is not taken and completed within this time period, the Board of Directors will inform the County Health Department.
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The Board of Directors may shut the supply of water to the home if corrective action is not taken and completed within 45 days.  The supply of water will be renewed upon the presentation of satisfactory evidence that corrective action has been taken and completed.

In order to begin the cycle of inspections, the Board will accept documentation of septic tank inspections or replacements made after January 1998 as meeting the current requirement.  Where paperwork is missing during this initial round, the Board will accept an affidavit from the homeowner, attesting to the fact that the septic tank was inspected and found to be in good order by a specifically named firm licensed for this task.

Homes built between January 1998 and January 2002 are exempt from initial requirement but will be required to have the septic tanks inspected during 2005.

If there has been no inspection of the septic tank since January 1998, and if the house was built prior to January 1998, the septic tank must be pumped out and inspected by a qualified firm specifically licensed for this task prior to the end of the calendar year 2000.

A fine of $250 will be levied by the Board of Directors during each calendar year in which this requirement has not been met.

The next cycle of inspections will begin in January 2005.

2. Where the Board of Directors believes that a septic system is malfunctioning, it may require the homeowner to conduct a dye test of its effectiveness.  TSPOA will provide the dye at no cost to the homeowner.  The dye test shall be conducted in accordance with instructions issued by the Board of Directors.

An affidavit attesting to the fact that the dye test was performed shall be filed by the homeowner with the TSPOA office.  The results of the dye test shall be described in the affidavit.  If the dye test indicates that the septic system is performing in an unsatisfactory manner, prompt corrective action must be taken and all corrective action completed within 45 days.

If the Board finds that corrective action has not been taken or completed within the 45-day period, or that the action taken was insufficient to eliminate the problem, the Board may inform the Columbia County Department of Health.  The Board may also shut down the supply of water to the home until the problem has been corrected.

Homeowners may be fined by the Board if they refuse to perform the test in the required manner, refuse to share the results with the Board by means of an affidavit or refuse to undertake appropriate corrective action.  In determining the amount of the fine, the Board shall consider the danger posed to the public health and to the quality of the lake by the problems of the homeowner’s septic system and the homeowner’s response to the Board’s request for assistance.

- 6 -

RULES AND REGULATIONS  (continued)
BURNING
There shall be no burning of leaves or other debris on any lot or tract unless the fire is attended at all times by an adult (21 years of age) and until completely extinguished. Burning is to be confined to burn barrels only.  Member must be equipped with the tools necessary to prevent the spread of fire and must have, in close proximity, a water supply to completely extinguish the fire.  Burning shall not create excessive smoke or odors which will disturb other members. Burning of plastics, garbage or treated wood is prohibited.

APPEARANCE OF PROPERTY
1. When the appearance of a house or lot has deteriorated to the level that it detracts significantly from the general appearance of the community, and the owner is either unable or unwilling to restore that appearance, the Board may act to restore a minimum of decent appearance and assess the property owner up to double the costs involved.

2. When the house or lot presents a significant danger to the life or property of others, and the owner is either unable or unwilling to remove that danger, the Board may act to take all steps necessary to eliminate that danger and assess the property owner up to double the costs involved.

3. In each of these instances indicated above, the Board may curtail all services to the property owner, until the problems are rectified.

RENTALS   

1. All members who rent their houses are required to include these Rules and Regulations as an integral part of the lease. 

2. A copy of the lease, including the names, addresses and phone numbers of the renters must be provided to the TSPOA office.  The Association must be notified of all changes in the lease and all lease renewals.  

3. The Association office will contact the owner with respect to any infractions of the Rules and Regulations by the renter.  If the infractions are not promptly remedied, the Board may levy an appropriate fine or assessment against the owner.  

4. If the owner does not pay the fines levied for infractions of their renter, the TSPOA Board of Directors may refuse to provide services such as garbage pick-up and water supply. The services will not be restored until all fines are paid and the renter agrees to comply with TSPOA rules and regulations.   

5. All costs for damage caused by the renter to TSPOA property will be the responsibility of the owner.
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SALE OF PROPERTY
1. Any signs for sale of property requires the consent of the Board prior to placement on member’s property.

2. Members should notify the TSPOA office as early as possible of their intent to sell property.  At the time of the contract for sale of their property, members must advise the Association of the impending sale and name of the new owner. 

3. Prior to closing, all dues, assessments and other monies due to TSPOA must be paid.  A clearance statement from the Treasurer of the Board of Directors indicating fulfillment of all financial obligations to TSPOA will be provided for transfer to the new owner.

4. The Treasurer’s clearance statement, conveyed at closing to the new owner, is the basis of the new membership account, which will be instituted.  If the new owner lacks the clearance statement, the Board may refuse to provide services such as garbage pick-up and water supply.  The new owner will not be considered as a member in good standing until all debts of the previous owner are paid.

5. A copy of the TSPOA Bylaws, Covenants and Restrictions and Rules and Regulations shall be included as a closing document at time of conveyance of any property within Taconic Shores.

6. The TSPOA Board of Directors will notify all real estate agencies conducting business in Taconic Shores of these requirements.

MISCELLANEOUS
1. Dog owners are expected to comply with town leash laws and clean up after their pets.  When not on a leash, dogs should be confined to the owner’s property.

2. Loitering on any property of Taconic Shores Property Owners Association, Inc. is prohibited.

3. Firewood should be neatly stacked at the rear or side of the owner’s property, within the setback requirement, 8 feet from the side, 15 feet from the back.

4. Members may conduct one tag sale per year at their home.  Any signs posted to indicate the location of such sale are to be removed promptly after the sale.  Members may also consider organizing a Trash and Treasure Sale at the Association’s beach house.

5. No aircraft may land within the limits of Taconic Shores.
6. Complaints concerning violations of these rules should be made to the Association office, to any Director or, where appropriate, to a law enforcement agency.
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ENFORCEMENT OF THE RULES AND REGULATIONS
1. The enforcement of the Rules and Regulations and Restrictions, Conditions, and Covenants is the responsibility of all members.  Formal complaints of any of violations of these Rules and Regulations and Restrictions, Conditions and Covenants governing the use of the lake, roadways and property within the limits of Taconic Shores should be referred to the member’s Director or to the TSPOA office.  Where such infractions is also a breach of municipal code or state law, the infraction may be referred to any law enforcement agency.  

2. The Board of Directors, upon a majority vote of Directors, may assess a reasonable and appropriate fine to be applied to any member knowingly violating any of these Rules and Regulations and Restrictions, Conditions, and Covenants.  The fine, if not paid within 30 days, will result in accruable interest and can lead to the suspension of services by TSPOA including water and garbage removal.  All fines are to be paid prior to the sale of the property.

3. Additionally, not withstanding the right to fine and suspend services, the Taconic Shores Property Owners reserve the right to seek any and all of its remedies at law.

CONCLUSION
If we all observe these rules and regulations and help our neighbors to do the same, we will have the foundation of a rewarding life in a friendly and highly supportive community.  It is to this end that the Board of Directors, after careful review and consideration, has approved these rules and regulations.
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